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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



ALASKA. 



Births, Deaths, and Marriages— Registration of. (Reg. Registrar of Vital Statistics, 

Aug. 28, 1915.) 

Section 1. Deaths. — Regulation 1. Certificate of death. — For every death occur- 
ring in the Territory there must be filed at once with the United States commissioner 
of the district in which the death occurred a certificate of death on Form 2 provided 
for that purpose, which can be obtained from any United States commissioner upon 
application. 

The personal and statistical particulars shall be authenticated by the signature of 
the informer, who may be any competent person acquainted with the facts. 

The statement of facts relating to the disposition of the body shall be signed by 
the undertaker or person acting as such. 

The medical certificate shall be made and signed by the physician, if any, last in 
attendance of the deceased, who shall specify the time in attendance, the time ho 
last saw the deceased alive, the hour of the day at which death occurred; and heshall 
further state the cause of death, so as to show the course of disease or sequence of 
causes resulting in death, giving the primary and immediate causes, and also the 
contributory causes, if any, and the duration of each. Indefinite and unsatisfactory 
terms, indicating only symptoms of disease or conditions resulting from disease, will 
not be held as sufficient for issuing a burial or removal permit. 

Any certificate containing indefinite and unsatisfactory terms the United States 
commissioners will return to the physician or undertaker for correction or completion. 

Reg. 2. Failure to file certificate a misdemeanor. — Under the law the physician, nurse, 
or other person attending or assisting in the last illness of a deceased person, or the 
undertaker, sexton, or other person having charge or in any way assisting or directing 
the burial of any corpse, are required to file a certificate of death with the United 
States commissioner of the precinct in which the death occurred. It is a misde- 
meanor for undertakers, sextons, or other persons to inter or remove a body of a 
deceased person before a certificate containing the cause of death signed by the 
attending physician is filed and a permit issued by the commissioner for interment 
or removal; and commissioners are forbidden under the law to issue a burial or 
removal permit until such completed certificate is filed. 

Reg. 3. Deaths occurring iviihout medical attendance. — In case the dead body of a 
human being is found or a person is killed within the Territory, or dies without medical 
attendance, it is the duty, under the law, of any person having such knowledge at 
once to make a full report thereof to the United States commissioner of the district 
wherein the death occurred; and if the circumstances are such that the said United 
States commissioner does not deem it necessary to hold an inquest over the remain:, i ( is 
the duty of any person upon request from the commissioner to make out and furnish 
to him a certificate of death as required by regulation 1 of this section; and it is a 
misdemeanor for any person refusing to do so. 
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In oases where inquests are Jield by United States commissioners over the remains 
of any dead person, as required by chapter 37, Code of Criminal Procedure of the 
Compiled Laws of Alaska, he or the physician he summons shall make the proper 
certification of death on the certificate required to be filed. 

In case any person mysteriously disappears or leaves one locality to go to another 
within the Territory, and should fail within a reasonable time to reach the locality for 
which he or she started, it is the duty of anyone having knowledge of such disappear- 
ance to notify in writing the commissioner of the district from which such person 
started, stating all the known circumstances. For failure or neglect to do so it is a 
misdemeanor under section 6 of chapter 35. 

Reg. 4. Commissioner's duties relative to death certificate.- — Upon receipt by a United 
States commissioner of a certificate of death in which all the items are carefully and 
correctly answered, he shall number the certificate, beginning with No. 1 for the 
first death certificate, and number the succeeding certificates consecutively (see 
blank space for registered number immediately above line for commissioner's signa- 
ture). He shall fill in the correct name of the precinct, town, or village on the certifi- 
cate if not already done. He shall then write on the certificate the date of filing and 
recording, the book number of certificates of deaths and page, and his signature and 
address. 

If the interment is to be made in his registration district, he shall issue a burial 
permit for the body of the person given in the certificate, on Form 2a, containing the 
information required by section 3 (regulation 3) of part 1 of this bulletin; and make 
an entry on the stub attached to the said form, which stub shall be preserved in his 
office in the same manner that other public records are required to be kept by him. 
The permit shall then be delivered to the undertaker or person acting as undertaker. 
All permits will be numbered by the United States commissioner, beginning with 
No. 1 for the first one issued, and consecutively thereafter. 

If the body is to be transported, a transit permit and label, for attaching to the 
coffin or casket, must be issued on form 26 in accordance with section 2 (regulation 1) 
of part 1 of this bulletin, for all bodies of dead persons that are to be transported, and 
common carriers are prohibited from transporting or commissioners issuing transit 
permits, unless the body has been prepared for transportation by a licensed embalmer 
(sae regulation 10 of the said section 2). A duplicate of the transit permit should be 
retained by the United States commissioner for future reference. 

Commissioners should see that the permits are issued for all burials or removals and 
should report to the registrar any person interring or removing the dead body of a 
human being without having first secured a permit. 

In cases of deaths occurring without medical attendance commissioners should exer- 
cise discretion as to whether an inquest should be held over the remains before issuing 
a burial, removal, or transit permit. 

The United States commissioners are required on or before the 10th day of each 
month to forward to the Territorial registrar of vital statistics the certificates of deaths 
filed with him during the preceding calendar month. 

Reg. 5. Commissioner's fees in connection with death certificate, how paid. — The fees 
of the United States commissioners for recording certificate of death are paid by the 
Territory in accounts rendered quarterly by the United States commissioner to the 
Territorial registrar of vital statistics. 

Section 2. Births. — Regulation 1. Certificate of birth. — For every birth that occurs 
within the Territory, whether born alive or stillborn, there must be filed within 10 
days thereafter with the United States commissioner of the district in which the birth 
occurred a certificate of birth on Form 1, provided for that purpose, which can be 
obtained from any United States commissioner upon request. Every item of informa- 
tion must be furnished and the commissioner must see that it is complete before it is 
filed and recorded by him. 
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Where the child is unnamed at the time the certificate is filed the commissioner 
should make a note to that effect, as it is an essential item of the certificate. If the 
name is not reported within a reasonable time thereafter, he should call upon the 
person filing the certificate for that information and make a supplemental report to 
the Territorial registrar of vital statistics, to obviate the necessity of the registrar calling 
upon the said commissioner for such additional report. 

Reg. 2. Who must file certificate of birth. — It is the duty of the physician or midwife 
to file a certificate of birth, properly and completely filled out, giving all the particu- 
lars required thereon; arid if there be no attending physician or midwife, then it is 
the duty of the father or mother of the child, householder, or owner of the premises, 
manager or superintendent of public or private institution in which the birth occurred, 
captain of vessel, or other competent person having knowledge thereof to file said 
certificate within 10 days after the birth occurred. 

Reg. 3. Commissioner' s duties relative to birth certificate. — Upon receipt by the United 
States commissioner of a certificate of birth, if the specific items of information are not 
answered in every instance, and he believes that the answers are obtainable, he shall 
immediately forward to the person making the report a notice stating that such report 
is incomplete and can not be recorded as a certificate of birth under the laws of the 
Territory. If the person responsible for such report shall then fail to make a proper 
report within a reasonable time after receipt of such notice, it will be the duty of the 
commissioner to file with the Territorial registrar of vital statistics a complaint against 
euch person for action thereon, under chapter 35 of the 1913 Session Laws. 

If the certificate when filed is correctly and completely made out, the commissioner 
shall record the same in the book provided for that purpose in the same manner that 
certificates of death are recorded (regulation 4, section 1) and shall number tbe certi- 
cate, beginning with number 1 for the first birth certificate and number the succeeding 
certificates consecutively in the blank space for the registered number immediately 
above line for commissioner's signature. 

The United States commissioners shall on or before the 10th day of each month 
forward to the Territorial registrar of vital statistics the certificates of birth filed with 
him during the preceding calendar month. 

Reg. 4. Commissioner' s fees in connection with birth certificate, how paid. — The fees 
of the United States commissioner for recording certificate of birth are paid by the 
Territory in accounts rendered quarterly by the United States commissioner to the 
Territorial registrar of vital statistics. 

Section 3. Marriages. — Regulation 1. Certificate of marriage. — Every person 
performing a marriage in the Territory of Alaska is required to fill out three marriage 
certificates, as follows: 

(a) The original certificate of marriage must be made on Form 3 and is required by 
law to be filed within 30 days after the marriage is performed with the United States 
commissioner of the district in which the marriage took place. This certificate must 
be signed by the person performing the marriage and bear his clerical or official title. 
It is a misdemeanor for the person performing the marriage to neglect or fail to file 
with the United States commissioner the original certificate of marriage. 

(6) The second and third copies are to be made on Form 3a, which is the same as 
the body of Form 3 (the original certificate). The duplicate and triplicate copies are 
required by law to be given the contracting parties by the person performing the 
marriage. 

The above blanks can be obtained from any United State3 commissioner upon 
request. 

Reg. 2. Commissioner's fees in connection with marriage certificate, liow paid. — The 
Territory doe3 not pay the commissioner's fees in connection with certificates of 
marriages. As the person who performs the marriage must file the original certificate 
79 
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•with the United States commissioner, if he fails or neglects to collect the necessary 
fees for filing the certificate such person is required by chapter 44 of the 1915 Session 
Laws to pay said filing fees out of his own money. The fees prescribed by the attor- 
ney general for this and like services are as follows: 





Fees in — 




First 
division. 


Second, 

third, 

and 

fourth 

divisions. 




$1.00 
.10 


91. 50 




.15 







Reg. 3. Commissioner's duties in connection with marriage certificate. — The commis-* 
sioner's duties with respect to marriage certificates are similar to those relative to 
death (regulation 4, section 1) and birth (regulation 3, section 2) certificates. Every 
certificate must be numbered, beginning with number 1 for the first marriage certifi- 
cate and numbered consecutively thereafter in the blank space for registered number 
immediately above line for commissioner's signature, after which the same are to be 
recorded in a book provided for that purpose. 

The United States commissioners are required, on or before the tenth day of each 
month, to forward to the Territorial registrar of vital statistics the certificates of mar- 
riage filed with him during the preceding calendar month. 

As a part of the United States commissioner's duties, he should see that the laws as 
enumerated in this bulletin are strictly enforced, and should inform the public at 
every opportunity of the requirement of the law. Any violations should be promptly 
reported to the Territorial registrar of vital statistics for attention. 

All records and blanks pertaining to the registration of vital statistics under this 
bulletin to be kept by United States commissioners and those that may hereafter 
come into their possession are public records of the Territory of Alaska, for which the 
commissioners are personally responsible under the Compiled Laws of Alaska to pre- 
serve and safely keep. Under section 1778 they are required to be delivered by the 
commissioner to his successor in office, or, if no successor is appointed or the district 
is abolished, to be delivered to the clerk of the district court of his division or to the 
Territorial registrar of vital statistics, Juneau, for safe-keeping. 

Embalming — Practice of— Burial — Transportation of Dead Bodies — Communicable 
Diseases. (Reg. Registrar of Vital Statistics, Aug. 28, 1915.) 

Section 1. License. — Regulation 1. Must be licensed embalmer. — Every person 
engaged or hereafter intending to engage in the occupation of embalming in the Ter- 
ritory of Alaska shall first obtain a license as herein provided from the registrar of 
vital statistics to practice embalming within the Territory. 

Reg. 2. Definition of practicing embalming. — Preparation of the body of any de- 
ceased person for the purpose of preserving the same for more than 30 hours after 
death, or preparing the remains of any deceased person for shipment by boat, railway, 
or other public conveyance between points within the Territory of Alaska or between 
any points in the Territory of Alaska and any points without said Territory, shall be 
construed as practicing the occupation of embalming within the meaning of these 
regulations. 

Reg. 3. How to qualify as an embalmer. — Every person who may wish to qualify as 
competent to practice embalming in the Territory shall first file with the Territorial 
registrar of vital statistics an affidavit setting forth the name of the applicant in full; 



